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HE BATTLE for Cuba
lasted less than seventy-

. two hours, the generals’ re-
" volt in Algeria less than four
| days. It is as if the wheels
| of history had been made to
‘ turn with the speed and ef-
ficiency of an IBM machine;

| once a minimum of effort is
] exerted, the results “élgiold
themselves in massiy. ful
| ness and at a pace if
urably beyond that ¢

man mind.

The making of
become an astonisiy
expensive business., §

»

OUR MINDS must counter:

. check the results, undertake ;.

. the sustained, painful effort “-and talking. ‘We also talk

of reconstructing what has
- happened and why it has
~ happened.
. Inevitably, the mind must
. proceed slowly and inch its
- way toward tentative conclu-
- sions. It j 00_€asy. Now
the Cuban
i\

Unquestionably, Fidel
Castro is an enemy, of ours
who is waging a mean,
treacherous war on the he-
fuddled Cuban people.

~ The ban on war as a means
. for bringing about changes in
- the international community
~or in the internal order of
" pations, the rule of no-force
_ imposed by the fact that any
substantial use of force may
- unleash ultimate destruction,
. all this plays into the hands
. of those rulers who do not
derive their internal power
- from the consent of the peo-
ples they rule.
The Communists have their
_own way of circumventing
e —

% ..wile - of noforce, and
4 chev himself has
bragged about his supporf of
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WE, 0K gntrary, are
nrestly ‘congerngd with -the
wars we cannot Wage. We like
to talk aboutiimited wars to
be foukht shori§ftotal holo-
caust. Core f dgFm

We talk of'ifbuienting or
bootlegging ' redéfutions in
some of the didSator-ruled
countries that happen to be
considered the most ob-
noxious, and when we do
something in this direction
we magnify whatever we
-do by falking and talking

a gljeat deal about peace
and international order
* and ‘world law.

* * *

IN FACT we love nothing
better than-to limit our free-
dom of action with as many
bonds as possible, through

the United Nations or the Or- -

ganization of American
States.

We neglect no chance for
testifying to our belief in the
sovereign equality of mation$
by welcoming with all our
heart any newcomers.

"yet somehow we have 1o
defend our existence. It is
not enough to be always on
the side of world order, con-
sidering that we are faced by
an enemy undeviatingly de-
termined to extend disorder
wherever he is likely to gain
from it. It is not enough to
uphold our belief in world
law when such law is still
very far from being formu-
lated, not to say enforceadble.

: AS A substitute for action,
;4 X our government has late-
.1y been following the policy
_of letting others act for us.

We act vicariously.

We cannot be neutral in
the struggle for ultimate
power, but we have adopted
the habit of encouraging neu-
trality in other patfons, for in
anything that is called neu-
trality—even in Laos—we like
to find a guaranty that our
ienemy has not yet taken

rover,
*« I

* *

TOWARD FIDEL Castro,
too, we have taken action, but
vicariously. After months of
noisy meditation and open
conspiracy, a contingent of
Cuban exiles, armed and
trained by us, has acted for

us.

The result is known and
, the shame is ours,

The President has not
shunned responsibility. In his

“Review: Ha;‘sh Reallty vs. F la-tulen

v_;‘.:'ﬁﬁ;{-‘}ﬂv"}iossible, even more '
%@Mg ‘than the Cuban !

speech to the newspaper ed-

itors he gave a striking il-
lustration of the inadequacies
in our nation’s policies.

" He hinted at the possibil-
ity that our country might go
it alone in a war against
Cuba, and his hint has made
it extremely unlikely, if not
impossible, that our nation
will ever engage in such a
war. '

_ He recognized the multiple
nature of the Communist of-
fensive and the need to coun-
teract its~ most redoubtable
means, which is subversion.

BUT HE did -all this -after
the failure of our major and
most publicized attempt at
subversion.

He has emphasized his re-
sponsibility for everything
that was done or not done.
Undoubtedly there was a
quality of generosity in his

t Talk ™\

taking on the full burden for s

what had happened. !

But this cannot

hide the’

fact that in circumventing the ,
nodforce rule we have onces

more been proved less than
amateurs, and that whenever

we make a try at this game l

we have no allies.
*
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THE SHOCK of the gener-i
/gl yebellion in France {

fgr’.. some nightmarish
hours it was like relivi‘n%
fall of France in June, 1940.

This time it would have
been the fall of the western
coalition.

When de Gaulle made his
speech to the French people,
perhaps he felt as lonely as
when in 1940 he made his
first broadcast over the BBC.

With lightning determin-
ation, de Gaulle crushed the
revolt of.the same generals
whe three years ago helped
him to power. He is a
man who throughout his
long, momentouns life has
never stopped growing.

He is now a soldier-states-
man who has come to recog-
nize the obsolescence of mili-
tarism, of war, and of colo-
nialism.

* *

IT IS good to know that at
the end of thissmonth the two
Presidents, the old man and
the young man, will meet.

Tried as they have been
by the latest events, they
must know how much they
depend on each other.

If they succeed in pooling
their wisdom and their pow-
er, the three days they spend
together will decide the des-
tiny of years to come.
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